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Welcome to St [rancis Xavier (hurch!

St. rancis Xavier Church was estab-
lished October 15, 1890 and named
after the 16th century Spanish Jesuit
regarclccl as the patron o the missions.
The first Mass was celebrated on
November 1, 1890 in the home of Dr.
Georgc M. [ox at 60 5. LaGrange
Road. [ranklin Dwight (ossitt, who
founded LaGrange, donated the land
for the first church building in1891.

On June I, 1930 the cornerstone for
the present church was laid. |t was built
to resemble the 4th ccnturg Church of
Saint Sophia in Cons’cantinople (Ha-
gia Sofia) which is considered to be the
finest examPIe of Bgzantine architec-
ture in the world. T he current bui]ding
is Romanesque in stgle, containing both
Roman and Byzantine elements. |t is
built of Pedford |ndiana limestone with
[talian marble throughout. Jts {:ootPrint
is rectangular with a barrel roof and an
apse, or semicircular area behind the

main altar.
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Tl’]e baldachm or ba]dacchmo is the canopy over
the altar which can easxly be secen as a crown for
“Cl’ms’c n Glory ” Thc baldachin derives its name
from Baghclacl ancient source of luxurious cloths.
At the base of the columns suPPor’cmg the baldachin
are two mosaics [see insets below] The east mosaic
deplcts Our Ladg of the Kosarg with St Domlmc
recelvmg the rosary from the Biessec‘ MO’CI’)CF The
west mosaic depicts Our Lad of the Amerlcas
Our Lad3 of C;Puade!upe) Fatroness of North and

South Amerlca

[ ast Mosaic

West Mosaic

Interior of the baldachin



T he wide central area of the church is

Tlﬂe arches and columns on the altar and in front
of the church are examPles of classical Roman
architectural influence. Anotlﬂer example of this
influence is found in the color scheme of red, blue
and go]cl evident in the stained g]ass windows, the
coats of arms overthe cloorways to the transe ts,
in the venetian mosaics of the Stations of the
(Cross, and in the rosy hue of the marble itself.

called the nave, from the | _atin word navis mean-
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| ocated in the ecast transept is the baPtismai font, which is visible and accessible to all who
enter the church. A statue of St. [Trancis Xavier, co-patron of the missions, is above the
cloorwag in the cast transept (@), an areca dedicated to the Blessed \/irgin. T o the bot-
tom left of the Blesscd \/irgin statue is a snake encirc]ing the globe, a sgmbo! of the fall of
man and to the right is a heart Pierccd bg a sword, sgmbol of Marg’s heartache. Marg (b)

is stancling on a crescent moon with a serpent beneath her{zect) which reminds us of God’s
Promise in the (Garden of [~ den that a woman would crush the head of Satan. | he circular
window above the statue shows the deep blossoms of the Mgstica] Rose, sgmbol of Marg

(e).

]n the alcove is the ambrg (d) which stores the ho]g oils of the sick and catechumens, as well
as the chrism. | his arca also has a reliquarg that contains a relic of St. [Trancis Xavier,
Placed there on the feast of St. Francis, December §rd, on the 500th armiversarg of his
death.

T he taller windows along the nave present the three divine powers given bg (Christ to the
church - to offer Mass, Forgive sins, and Ereach in his name. Tl’]e smaller windows below

clepict the Pa’criarch David, and the prop ets Danie] & ]saiah (e)



1]

]n the west transePt above the dooris a statue of St. Tl’zerese of Lisieux (f), the co~Patron~
ess of the missions. | his arca is dedicated to St. Joseph (g) T o the left of the statue of
6‘:. Jose h are a hammerand a carPenter’s square, sngols of the foster father oFJesus
and of the dignit\g of labor. To the right of the statue are a travelers or Pilgrim’s staff and
bag, sgmbolizing both the ﬂight into Eggpt and the Pilgrim church. Above the side altaris

a circular window c]epicting three !ilies, the sign of St. Joseph (h). The alcove beneath

the Christ the King window houses a version of the Madonna della Strada Painting, also
known as Our Ladg of the Wagsic]e (i), which was a gi{:t from one of our ear]g astors. The
original Painting hangs in the Church of the (Gesu in Rome, mother church of the SOCietg
oFJesus religious order. T he other Piece of artwork, a cherub, is in memory of one of our
Parisl‘n’oners.

On the west side of the nave, the taller windows represent the major events in (Christ’s life
- the Annunciation, his birth, and the Sermon on the Mount. T he smaller windows below
depict the Patriarclﬁ Moses, and the Prophets [ zekiel and Jeremialﬁ (j)

The poses of the six Figures on the smaller windows are all taken from Miche]angelo; all but
Moses appear on the ceiling of the Sistine Cl‘xapel‘



|n the dome area above the altar are words in |_atin spokcn at the
church’s dedicationin 1931, translated:

“O [ ord, bless this /70u56, which was built in your name, hear the pragers of

those who come to this P/ace. 7

"OLocm //ovc the écau@
of this house and the p/acc

[Mﬂ house shall be a house of, prayer, says the
where gour, g/ocg dwells.”

[ ord in which all who ask will be heard.”

“Vou have crowned /7//77, O Lorc{ with g/orﬂ and honor. You
have put all i'/7//7(g§ under his feet.”



The church worship area you see toclay is the result of renovations begun in 199%. | he
interior of the church was cleaned and rePainted. The pews and doors were repaired and
refinished. A new quarry floor tile was installed. The altar and ambo (Pulpit) were moved
Forwarc{, and the sanctuarﬂ (altar area) was re~carpeted. Thc Marg and Joseph shrines were
modified. Poth the baptismal area and reconciliation room were moved. [~ lectric service was
upgradecl and rePaire . A ramp Icading to the altar platform and a new handicaryaccessible
rest room were installed. The choir loft was extenc‘ecfancl Par‘c of the origina] altar railing was
Placed at the front of the loft.

One of the most recent additions is the PiPe organ, which has its home in the choirloft. |t has
a beautiful sound that so enhances worsl'lip in ]iturgical celebrations and in sacred concerts.
A detail from one of the former confessional doors was added to the front of the PiPc organ.
There is also a stained g]ass window of St. Cecilia, Fatroness of Music, on the way up to
the choir loft.

Marb!e from the original altar and crown mo|c1ing from the old confessionals make up the cur-
rent altar. Kecentlg, a chair belonging to the first Pastor was rcuplﬂo!stered and now erjogs a
Place of his’corg and honorin the sanctuarg area as the Presicler’s chair.

T he room located on the west end of the vestibule was origina”y the baPtistrg. Over time, it
became the reconciliation room, then the vesting sacristy and Fina”g a comfortable room for
brides to rest in before their wcdcling ceremonies.



There are some no’cewort}y features on the outside of the church. At the Ogden Avenuc
entrance on the west side is the Feace Fost erected after 56 tember 11 , 2001. The follow-
ing Phrase is written in four ]anguages (E_nghsh, K orean, Araiic & Spanish):

‘Maﬂ /D cace /D revail on Eanf/f’

Near the east entrance of the church is the Marg Garclcn, an area set aside to be used as

a P!ace to relax, to pray, or to contcmplate Marg, our Blessec{ MO’C!’ICF. The sculpture was
created bg Marg Southard, CSJ, given in memory of loved ones.
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Our Pa/”l:é’/7 church stands as a gtﬁ to Goa/ before the cyes ofe very-
one. [ he Wa/l the dome, the shrines, the mosaics, the stained g/ass,
and the altars draw our attention and make us aware that this is tru{g

a house of Goa{

T he information in this guic{e has been gat}werec{ from dedication andjubi!ee
booklets, from notes and letters in the church’s historical files, and from pa-
rishioners and staff, past and present, who love the St. Francis community

and St. [Francis Xavier Church. T hank you all.

St. Francis Xavicr Church
124 N. SPring Avenue
LaGrange, Jllinois 60525
708.%52.0168
www.st~[g.org



